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Michael Peary, a first grader in Kennedy Nichols’s class at Thayer Elementary, drew this picture of himself because he wanted 
to give a hug to all the teachers at Thayer, if they needed one.  He spent extra time working on the self-portrait, making sure 
his hair and eye color matched him perfectly. The artwork is hanging on the front window at the entrance to Thayer. 

Robin Woolsey, the technology 
integration specialist at the Waynesville 
Sixth Grade Center, was among 
teachers featured in a Edutopia 
video about teachers missing their 
students on Facebook. The video at 
https://www.facebook.com/edutopia/
videos/3644638992274494/ has had 
more than 614,000 views. Edutopia is 
George Lucas’ international educational 
foundation.

Woolsey appears 
in national video

In recognition 
of Volunteer 
Appreciation Week, 
the Waynesville 
R-VI School District 
recognizes its many 
volunteers who 
provide the “extras” 
to our students. At 
left, Joann Rosipal 
spends at least 30 
minutes each week 
as a WayConnect 
volunteer at 
Freedom Elementary. 
WayConnect 
volunteers at 
Freedom are listed on 
page 2. 

Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Week is 
April 20-24



Scott Bryan
Melissa Childs
Claudia Cruz
Mark Disbrow
Viva Dix
Carey Drehle
James Felix
Dawnette Gibson
Ryan Hicks
Steve Lund
William Oberholtzer
Travist Patrick
Frederica Payne

The following serve as WayConnect 
volunteers at Freedom 
Elementary:

Volunteers

Deb Reeves
JoAnn Rosepal
Shannon Sission
Jullia Akofio-Sowah
Ingrid Sunquest
Quenten Vereen
Carmen Waterson

Michael Markus is a retired teacher and a mentor with a big heart. 
Mr. Markus was so eager to help our students that he mentored four 
students and was always looking for ways that he could do more. 
After meeting with students, he was always willing to give feedback 
and share concerns for students. He really cared and took a personal 
interest in the students.

“Travist Patrick was eager to mentor the student he was assigned and 
requested to mentor an additional student. Mr. Patrick demonstrated 
a passion for mentorship and serving his community. He was an 
awesome mentor that consistently showed up. I thought that it was 
special that he would come for things like Thanksgiving lunch and turf 
time. “

Volunteers make a difference every day for students 
Below are quotes from Waynesville Sixth Grade Center staff members about some of their volunteers: 

“Scott Bryan cared about making 
a difference in our community. He 
understood that students need 
mentors to help them get through 
challenging times at school and at 
home. He made every effort to show 
his student that he cared and he was 
there to support them. It was evident 
that Mr. Bryan was great at building 
a relationship with his student. On 
Wednesdays, the student would greet 
me with a big smile and say today my 
mentor comes!”

PIE partners

East Elementary School:  31st Engineer Battalion and 43rd Adjutant General Reception Battalion
Freedom Elementary School: 169th Engineer Battalion and Center for Seabees and Facilities Engineering Detachment FLW
Partridge Elementary School:  554th Engineer Battalion and 84th Chemical Battalion
Pick Educational & Volunteer Facility: 2nd Battalion, 10th Infantry Regiment and Noncommissioned Officers Academy
Thayer Elementary School: 2nd Battalion, 48th Infantry Regiment and 35th Engineer Battalion
Waynesville High School: 3rd Battalion, 10th Infantry Regiment and 787th Military Police Battalion
Waynesville Middle School: 701st Military Police Battalion and Noncommissioned Officers Academy
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center: 14th Military Police Brigade and 795th Military Police Battalion
Williams Early Childhood Center: Dental Activity and General Leonard Wood Army Community Hospital 
Wood Elementary School: USMC Detachment FLW, U.S. Air Force, 368th Trans Squadron and 2nd Battalion, 48th Infantry Reg.

Fort Leonard Wood Soldiers serve as Partners in Education 



April 
is the 
Month 
of the 

Military 
Child. 

This artwork, featuring the Military Dandelion Poem, is by 
Jasmine Rivera, a Waynesville Sixth Grade Center student. 

Artwork at right by Isaiah 
Santos, a fifth grader at 
Partridge Elementary. 

Artwork by Angelina Ochoa, a fourth grader at 
Partridge Elementary. 

At left, Bailey Fullerton, a fifth grader 
at Partridge Elementary, created her 
“Friends Around the World” drawing 
for the Month of the Military Child, 
while Carolyn Morales, a third grader 
at Partridge, chose “Stay Purple.” 
Purple is used to signify all branches 
of the military. 



Waynesville 
High School 
softball players 
took 3rd 
place in the 
TikTok/video 
submission 
contest 
hosted by the 
Missouri State 
High School 
Activities 
Association. 
The video, which featured a spoof of a 
softball being safely shared from one 
player to the next, was submitted by 
Madison Thompson.

Girls softball 
video takes 
3rd place

Waynesville High School staff members show their support of military students by wearing purple for the Month of the 
Military Child. Purple is used to signify all branches of the military. 

Waynesville High School’s Student 
Government Association members won 
a statewide 2019-20 Honor Council 
Award for special presentations from 
the Missouri Association of Student 
Councils for their Dude Be Nice Week. 
They were notified via a Zoom meeting. 

WHS’s Dude Be 
Nice Week wins 
state award



First graders 
at Thayer 
Elementary 
were assigned 
the task of 
designing 
and building 
a protective 
container that 
would inhibit 
an egg from 
breaking when 
dropped.  
With the 
understanding 
of gravity 
and its effect 
on objects 
with mass, 
they took on 
the egg drop 
challenge.

Barbara Smith, an ESL teacher at East Elementary, is being 
featured this month as the World-class Instructional Design 
and Assessment’s (WIDA) Featured Educator for being an 
exceptional educator and colleague who is making a difference 
in the lives of multilingual learners.

“When you love what you do, not only will you make 
a difference in your students’ lives, but you will make a 
difference in your own as well. My life is so much richer 
because I teach,” Smith said. 

Smith strives to learn more about each of her students and to 
develop a positive relationship built on trust. 

“Forming a trusted relationship with students is a huge factor 
in the success of my students,” Smith said. “The students need 
to know they can trust me to be not only their teacher, but their 
supporter, confidant, role model, advocate, and at times, their 
voice.”

Smith currently helps serve 61 ESL students who speak 17 
different languages.  

“If I can instill in my student’s an insatiable curiosity for 
learning, the ability to think ‘outside the box’ and most of all 
the ability to show kindness every day in every way, then I have 
really done something big,” Smith said.  

Helping a student succeed requires a strong partnership with 
her students’ homeroom teachers.  

“I collaborate with homeroom teachers daily,” Smith said. “I 
attend grade level PLC’s, and now during this virtual learning I 
attend their online classes daily.  The homeroom teachers and I 
email regularly about our students: where they’re at, and what 
we still need to accomplish.” 

Smith especially enjoys the diversity that her students bring 
not only to the classroom, but also to the community. 

“A community with families from different parts of the 
world can help dispel negative stereotypes and personal biases 
about different groups. A diverse community can help people 
recognize and respect ways of living that are not necessarily 
their own.  I feel these interactions with others can build 
bridges to trust, respect, and understanding across cultures for a 
strong global future,” Smith said.

Smith recognized as 
WIDA featured educator

Egg drop


